118                 108 Vaishnavite Divya Desam -171
converted Himself from the Vamana form to viswaroopam and
covered the entire earth with one step; with the other step he
covered all the seven worlds; the third step he hept on the
head of Mahabali and pushed him down to Pathalam. When
the second foot reached Satya loka, Brahma washed that divine
foot The water which was used for washing the feet of Maha
Vishnu in Salyaloka swelled and fell on to the earth as Ganga.
Brahma therefore said that Ganga was the most holy of the
rivers. Hearing this, Kaveri felt very dejected and she decided
to do severe penance in order to he declared as the most holy
river.
Kaveri did severe penance to lord Brahma. In course
of time, Brahma appeared before Her and said that He was
pleased with her prayers and that she would be given a status
equal to that of Ganga. But Kaveri was not satisfied with this.
She wanted nothing less than precedence and superiority over
Ganga. Brahma then advised her to go to Sara kshetram, sit
under the Arasa maram (peepul tree) on the banks of Sara
pushkaiini and pray sincerely to Peruinal. He assured her that
her prayers would definitely be answered*
Accordingly, Kaveri went to Sara pushkarini and took her
place under the peepul tree and did deep penance. In the month
of Thai, on a full moon day, Maha Vishnu manifested Himself in
the form of a crawling child and appeared before Kaveri. Kaveri"
recognised in the child Lord Narayana. She held the child dose
to her and prayed to the Lord to give her the privilege of seeing
His true swaroopa. Immediately, Lord Vishnu appeared before
her sitting on Garuda along with Sridevi, Neeladevi and adorned
with His shanku and chakra ayudams. He also showed her
His dasa avatarams. Kaveri prayed to God to grant her three
boons. Firstly she wanted Perumal to continue to stay in Sara
kshetram for ever so that other devotees also could have His
darshan. She requested him to give moksha to all the people
including herself. As a third boon, she requested that she should
be recognised as superior to Ganga. God granted all these three
wishes of hers. Perhaps it is this which made the Alwar sing
in his pasuram that in this place Kaveri is more holy than even
Ganga. There is a small sannidhi for Kaveri unde** the peepul
tree near the tank.